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TAMIL DICTIONARIES IN RUSSIA

Alexander Dubyanskiy

Moscow State University, Institute of Asian and African Countries

Dravidian languages were mentioned for the first time in Russia in the edition of
"A comparative Dictionary of all languages and their branches" (1786-1789) prepared by
members of Russian Academy of Sciences Peter Simon Pallas and Feodor Yankovich de
Mirievo. The dictionary was composed by a decree and under the patronage of Russian
Empress Ekaterina the Second. It contains 130. Dravidian words from four lan-
guages: Tamil (54 words), Malayalam (24), Kannada (24), Telugu (28). As Russian scholar Nikita Gurov
observes: in spite of its imperfection and fragmentary character, the Dravidian glossary represents the first
attempt of the linguistic comparison of the languages of South India and in this respect it has no analogue in
scientific literature of that time". The main sources for the glossary were records of travelers, missioners, military
officers who happened to visit India or to work there.

The next step in preparing dictionaries of Dravidian languages was made in the Soviet Union in the
XX-th century. It is known that in the 50-th Nikita Khrustchev, the Soviet leader at that time proclaimed the
course of openness in the international affairs. To develop the ties with foreign countries, in particular with
Eastern states, including India. A special program was started which consisted of organizing studies of Indian
languages, radio-transmitting, publishingbooksin Indian languages and making dictionaries. At that period several
Soviet scholars began to study Tamil under the guidance of Purnam Somasundaram, a learned Tamilian who
also worked in Tamil section of the Radio Moscow and in the publishing house "Progress” as a translator and
editor. It was he who helped to compile the Tamil-Russian dictionary and who was its editor. The compilers were
Alexander Piatigorskiy and Semion Rudin. The dictionary was published in Moscow in 1960 in 3500 copies.
It contains about 3800 words. The compilers used some Tamil-English sources (like Madras University Tamil
Lexicon, J.P. Fabricius' dictionary and others) and oriented the dictionary on a standart literary Tamil. The
conversational and idiomatic levels of Tamil language are represented on lesser scale. But the lexical stock of the
dictionary is good enough for dealing with modern newspapers and magazines, literary pieces and even classical
Tamil poetry. A short essay on Tamil grammar written by Mikhail Andronov, is appended to the dictionary.

In 1965 a Russian-Tamil dictionary (rushya-tamil akarati) was published (24 000 words) and its second
edition (revised and supplemented) came out in 1989 (25 000 words). The compilers were Mikhail Andronov,
Alev Ibragimov, Nina Yu ganova and Eugene Konovalov. The editors - Purnam Somasundaram and Eugene
Konovalov. An essay on Russian grammar, written by Mikhail Andronov, was attached to the dictionary.

One more Russian-Tamil dictionary should be mentioned here. It is based on the pattern worked out by
Russian scholars for foreign students studying Russian. That is why it is called rushya-tamil arampa
akarati (masko, 1987). It contains 2100 words and expressions of practical importance in their main meanings. A
lexical entry comprises phonetic reading of the word (its pronunciation), signs of accentuation, the grammatical
category of the word and the word's translation into Tamil (with some useful expressions). In some cases a
picture added. There is a supplement in the end of the dictionary in which several tables of Russian
grammar forms are demonstrated (the table of grammatical cases first of all). The authors of the dictionary
are: E. Kedaitene, R. Baskaran, V. Mitrokhina. wemd) : sl oysrrdufinedlsr flsmrmotd whHmid Lflomemm
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